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HORRIFIC 


I7 DEAD IN FLORIDA SCHOOL SHOOTING 


Suspect is former student who had been expelled 


Parents wait for news after reports of asho 


BY CHARLES RABIN, CARLI TEPROFF, 
KYRA GURNEY AND DAVID SMILEY 
Miami Herald 


PARKLAND, FLA. e An American night- 
mare unfolded Wednesday afternoon at a 
high school in southern Florida after po- 
lice say an expelled teenager returned to 
campus and opened fire with an assault ri- 
fle, killing 17 and wounding 15 more in the 
worst school shooting in Florida history. 

Just before dismissal at Marjory Stone- 
man Douglas High School in Parkland, 
thousands of students, puzzled at the 
sound of a fire alarm, were thrown into a 
panic when gunfire punctuated the din. 
As teachers and students fled through 
hallways and hid under desks, a gunman 
opened fire, leaving a trail of bodies and 
stunned confusion in his wake. 

The Broward County Sheriff’s Office 
said Nikolas Cruz, 19, walked the halls 
of the high school wielding an AR-15 and 
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oting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., on Wednesday. 
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SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL VIA AP 
Students are evacuated by police from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Fla., on Wednesday after a shooter opened fire on the campus. 
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JOEL AUERBACH « Associated Press 


multiple magazines. U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, 
D-Fla., told reporters that Cruz pulled a 
fire alarm and then, wearing a gas mask, 
began tossing smoke bombs and shooting 
people as they ran through the haze. 

Police say Cruz gunned down a dozen 
people inside buildings on the school’s 
sprawling campus, two more on the 
grounds, and one more on the corner of 
Pine Island Road as he fled. Two more died 
at the hospital. Many underwent surgery 
at Broward Health hospitals. 

The sheriff’s office said the school, with 
about 3,200 students, had been cleared by 
early evening. No victims were identified. 

“It’s a day that you pray, every day when 
you get up, that you will never have to see,” 
school Superintendent Robert Runcie, ap- 
pearing at a media staging area near the 
school, told WSVN-TV. “It is in front of 
us. I ask the community for prayers and 
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Porter scandal 
is now under 
congressional 
investigation 


BY HERMAN WONG 
AND MIKE DEBONIS 
Washington Post 


The Republican chairman of the 
House Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform Committee is in- 
vestigating the White House’s 
employment of former senior 
aide Rob Porter after allegations 
emerged that he abused his two 
ex-wives — a rare GOP foray into 
alleged misbehavior in the top 
echelon of the administration of 
President Donald Trump. 

Rep. Trey Gowdy, R-S.C., the 
panel’s chairman, sent letters 


See PORTER ° Page A7 


Number of refugees here dropping 
sharply under Trump administration 


VA chief in 
hot water for 
high-priced 


BY DOUG MOORE 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS ¢ The number 
of refugees coming into St. 
Louis is expected to drop by 
about two-thirds from two 
years ago, resulting in layoffs 
at the region’s largest reset- 
tlement agency. 

The steep drop comes after 
President Donald Trump de- 
cided to reduce to 45,000 the 
maximum number of refu- 
gees that would be allowed 
in the country this year. 
This follows the sharp cut 
to 50,000 refugees in 2017 
from the 110,000 figure the 
administration of President 
Barack Obama had approved. 
In 2016, Obama had raised 


RESETTLED REFUGEES 


The nonprofit International 
Institute has helped more than 
24,000 refugees since 1979 
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the number to 85,000 from a 
prior cap of 70,000. 

Obama approved the pro- 
gressive two-year bump so 


the U.S. could accept more 
Syrian refugees. But after 
Trump was elected in No- 
vember 2016, he made good 
on his campaign promise to 
tighten borders, including 
implementing a “Muslim 
ban.” He has since signed 
three executive orders plac- 
ing travel bans on various 
Muslim majority countries. 
In addition to Syria, they in- 
clude Chad, Iran, Libya, So- 
malia and Yemen (Sudan and 
Iraq have been dropped from 
the list). The U.S. Supreme 
Court agreed last month to 
rule on the legality of the lat- 
est version of the travel ban. 
For the International 
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overseas trip 


BY JOSEPH TANFANI 
Los Angeles Times 


WASHINGTON e Veterans Af- 
fairs Secretary David Shulkin, 
traveling on what he said was an 
“essential” trip to London and 
Copenhagen, improperly ac- 
cepted Wimbledon tickets and 
brought along his wife at tax- 
payer expense, according to a 
scathing new inspector general’s 
report. 

The report says Shulkin and 
some top staff members made 
a number of false and mislead- 
ing statements both to justify the 
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Law would shield student journalists + a4 


Road salt, mist blamed for outages « an 


Coach of year: MU’s Cuonzo Martin? « B1 


Shiffrin takes gold in giant slalom « B1 
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